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29 August 2012 

 

Dear Nicole and Francesca, 

 

Thank you for your contribution of all the glass tiles for the washing platform project in Imizamo Yethu. I am 

happy to report that the project was a great success both from the students' perspective as well as the 

community's. In June 2012 our Second Year Architecture students, together with a few key staff members 

and members of the local community, helped to construct the washing platform situated in the Imizamo Yethu 

settlement in Hout Bay. According to a local social worker, there may be approximately 25 000 people living 

in the settlement, which has limited service provision in terms of water and sanitation and approximately 80% 

of the population makes use of shared toilets. The washing platforms are a way of providing more dignified 

places for water collection, spaces for the washing of clothes and the integration of these with shared toilet 

facilities where these are in close proximity. The platforms also serve as social gathering spaces and they 

tend to activate the street alongside. This is the third platform of its kind and the intention is to build a total of 

eight platforms over a period of eight years.  

 

The design of the platform and its parts has been integrated into the course curriculum, and after designs had 

been developed and the necessary planning and community liaison had been completed, the project moved 

onto site. The students dug trenches, built formwork and even cast foundations, all in conjunction with some 

of the members of the community. They had also constructed pre-cast concrete components in preparation 

for this event ahead of the time and these elements make up a part of the platform. Members of the local 

community were trained to make concrete blocks with recycled glass bottles and a local school art project 

was involved to help make mosaic patterns for the concrete pavers that the students manufactured. 

 

The involvement of the private sector has been one of the most successful aspects of this year's platform and 

Pudlo & Glasstile especially were instrumental in making this year's platform possible with the donation of 

material that was used to make the wonderful pavers. Initial reports from the community are that they are very 

happy with the platform and no doubt, this small project will help a little to ease the difficulties of daily life in 

the township. 
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Completed formwork Concrete being poured 
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On behalf of the local community and ourselves we would like to extend our thanks to Pudlo and Glasstile. 

We would also like to continue the platform-making tradition in 2013, so hopefully we can build on the 

successful relationship that has been established between yourselves and our Department. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mike Louw. 


